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1.

Introduction

John Cronin & Associates have been commissioned by Ladas Property Company Unlimited
Company (as part of the Comer Group), to assess the potential archaeological impact of a
proposed residential and commercial development at a site in Mariavilla townland, Maynooth,
County Kildare. The site wraps around the east and south sides of St Mary’s Church on Mill Street,
Maynooth. The church and its associated parochial house are protected structures located
approximately 150m northwest of the west end of Main Street in the town. The application is
made under Section 4 of the Strategic Housing Provisions of the Planning and Development
(Housing) and Residential Tenancies Act, 2016.
The study area for this assessment comprised the internal area of the proposed development
combined with the lands extending for c.1km from the outer boundaries of the site. There are no
recorded archaeological sites within the lands comprising the proposed development
area. The surrounding c.1km wide study area contains fifteen recorded archaeological
monuments, including Maynooth Castle (National Monument No. 485.) (Figure 2).
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2.

Methodology

This assessment commenced with a desktop survey which identified all known archaeological,
architectural and other cultural heritage sites within the study area. The desk top survey also
endeavoured to identify any hereto now unrecorded features or areas of archaeological,
architectural and cultural heritage significance.
Desktop study
A desktop survey of archaeological sites within the study area was carried out in order to assess
potential archaeological constraints. This assessment is based on a desktop survey which
identified all known archaeological sites within the vicinity of the study area. The principal
sources reviewed for this assessment of the known archaeological resource are the files and
records of the Archaeological Survey of Ireland (ASI). Between 1984 and 1992, the ASI issued a
series of county Sites and Monuments Records (SMRs). These county SMRs, revised in the light
of further research and fieldwork, formed the basis for the statutory Record of Monuments and
Places (RMP) (established under Section 12 of the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 1994).
Similar in format to the SMRs (comprising a list and set of maps), the RMPs were issued for each
county in the State between 1995 and 1998. Monuments included in the statutory RMP are legally
protected and are generally referred to as ‘Recorded Monuments’.
Since the publication of the original county SMRs and RMPs, the ASI has continued to record and
add entries to the Sites and Monuments Record. In addition, the ASI has developed an online
database and web viewer known as ‘Historic Environment Viewer’. This has been developed to
“enhance the user’s experience by facilitating access to the database of the National Monuments
Service Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) and the National Inventory of Architectural Heritage
(NIAH) in a seamless one stop point of access for both data resources” (Source:
www.archaeology.ie). In addition, the following sources were consulted:
•

Cartographic Sources - The detail on cartographic sources can indicate past settlement
and land use patterns in recent centuries and can also highlight the impact of modern
developments and agricultural practices. This information can aid in the identification of
the location and extent of unrecorded, or partially levelled, features of archaeological or
architectural heritage interest. The cartographic sources examined for the study areas
include the 1st edition of the 6-inch Ordnance Survey (OS) maps (surveyed and published
in the 1830s-40s) and the 25-inch OS maps (surveyed and published 1887-1913).

•

Aerial photography – In parallel with the cartographic study, a review publicly-accessible
aerial photographic sources from the Ordnance Survey, Google and Bing Maps was
undertaken.

•

Development Plans - The local authority development plans relevant to the study area was
consulted as part of this assessment. These plans outline the local authorities’ policies for
the conservation of the archaeological and architectural heritage resource and include the
Record of Protected Structures (“RPS”) and any designated Architectural Conservation
Areas (“ACAs”). The relevant development plan for the study area is the Kildare County
Development Plan 2017-2023.

•

Database of Irish Excavation Reports - The Database of Irish Excavation Reports contains
summary accounts of all archaeological excavations carried out in Ireland (North and
South) from 1969 to 2018.
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•

Placenames Database of Ireland - The Placenames Branch (Department of Culture,
Heritage and the Gaeltacht) provides a comprehensive management system for data,
archival records and placenames research conducted by the State. Its primary function is
to undertake research in order to establish the correct Irish language forms of the
placenames of Ireland and to publish them on a public website (www.logainm.ie).

•

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage - The function of the National Inventory of
Architectural Heritage (“NIAH”) is to record built heritage structures within the Republic
of Ireland and to advise local authorities in relation to structures of interest within their
areas. The NIAH commissions surveys of sites of architectural significance to assist in
evaluating structures to be included in the RPS. Listing on the NIAH does not necessarily
carry any statutory protection but does highlight the culturally significant aspects of the
structure which ought to be conserved.

Types of impact
Impacts are generally categorised as either being direct, indirect or of no predicted impact. The
criteria for determining the nature of impacts are based on the following:
• Direct Impact – where a cultural heritage site is physically located within the footprint
of the scheme, which will result in its complete or partial removal.
• Indirect Impact – where a cultural heritage site or its setting is located in close proximity
to the footprint of the scheme.
• No predicted impact – where the potential scheme will not adversely or positively affect
a cultural heritage site.
A significance rating for these impacts is then applied; whether profound, significant, moderate,
slight, or imperceptible
• A profound impact applies where mitigation would be unlikely to remove adverse effects
that arise where a cultural heritage site is completely and irreversibly destroyed by a
proposed development.
• A significant impact applies when an impact, by its magnitude, duration or intensity,
alters an important aspect of the environment. It applies where part of a cultural heritage
site would be permanently impacted upon, leading to a loss of character, integrity and
data about the feature/site.
• A moderate impact applies when a change to a cultural heritage site is proposed that,
though noticeable, does not compromise the integrity of the site and which is reversible.
This arises where a cultural heritage site can be incorporated into a modern-day
development without damage and where all procedures used to facilitate this are
reversible.
• A slight impact causes changes in the character of the environment which are not
significant or profound and do not directly impact or affect a cultural heritage site.
• An imperceptible impact applied where an impact is capable of measurement but does
not carry noticeable consequences.
Field survey
An archaeological inspection of the landholding of the proposed development site was
undertaken by the author (Colm Chambers) on the 14th of February 2018 in clear weather
conditions that provided generally good landscape visibility. This survey entailed the field
walking of the lands that contain the layout of the proposed development and encompassed all
areas to be impacted by the proposed development. All areas were accessible, and the site was
assessed in terms of landscape, land use, vegetation cover, presence or lack of both known and
potential archaeological sites. A photographic record of the site inspection was compiled, and
extracts are presented in the Appendix to this report.
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3.

The existing environment

The proposed development site is located adjacent to Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, on Mill Street,
Maynooth within the townland of Mariavilla (Figure 1). The site is bound by the Lyreen River to
the east side. Quarrying was carried out within the site throughout the 19th and 20th centuries and
a ground works for a planned development within the site were also carried out in the past
number of years.

Figure 1: Map showing location of the site

Archaeological and historical context

The pre-Anglo-Norman history of Maynooth is unclear. In 1996 an excavation (License
No.96E0391) within the castle complex revealed the presence of a prehistoric house overlain by
two early medieval circular wattle houses. There are two possible early medieval enclosures
within the immediate area of the town (SMR Nos. KD005-010--- and KD005-011001-) and a
number of early ecclesiastical sites in the wider area: Laraghbryan (1km to the west), Taghadoe
(2km to south) and Donaghmore (2km to east). The area may have been under the control of the
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Scandinavian kingdom of Dublin in the second half of the 9th century. This early medieval activity
does not appear to have led to the development of a town at Maynooth.
In the late 12th century the area was granted to Maurice Fitzgerald, who erected a castle here.
While the castle probably attracted some extra-mural settlement, it remained a small and
unstructured settlement throughout the medieval period. The castle became the chief seat of the
Earls of Kildare (the Fitzgeralds were granted this title in 1316) who by the late 15th and early
16th centuries were one of the most powerful families in the country: The 8th earl, Garret Mór, and
his son, Garret Óg, both served as the King’s Lord Deputy in Ireland during this period. The castle
was enlarged in 1426 and in 1515 the Earl was granted a licence to establish a “College of the
Blessed Virgin Mary of Maynooth”. The college was built and staffed but was short-lived. The
power of the Earls of Kildare waned in the 1530s following the rebellion of Silken Thomas
Fitzgerald and the castle at Maynooth was badly damaged in a siege of 1535. In the 1630s the
Maynooth estates passed, through marriage, to Richard Boyle, Earl of Cork, who set about rebuilding the castle complex and a contemporary plan shows a water mill outside the castle to the
north. Boyle’s efforts were short-lived as the castle was destroyed and left in ruins during the
Cromwellian campaigns of the 1640s. The village survived and leases issued in the 1650s suggest
that a new tenant population may have been introduced and that there was an effort being made
to improve the housing stock and farming practices. In 1678 a patent was issued confirming a
weekly market and two annual fairs. The rent roll of 1684 includes references to a mill, a new
shop, a slaughterhouse, a makeshift school house, two dozen houses and at least six cabins. In the
late 1690s large tracts of land within and to the west of the village were leased to James McManus.
Maynooth had begun to develop into an urban centre by the 18th century. In the 1730s it was
designated a post town on the Dublin-Kinnegad-Mullingar turnpike road and in the same decade
the 19th Earl of Kildare decided to develop the nearby Carton estate as his principal residence.
The rebuilding of the house and the landscaping of the demesne no doubt stimulated the
development of the village. Rocque’s map of 1757 gives a good indication of the layout and
composition of the village at that time. It shows that while the layout was still somewhat
haphazard a definite east-west axis had developed between the ruins of the old castle to the west
and the entrance to Carton demesne to the east. A total of c.120 dwellings are indicated (cabins
and dwelling houses) along with a mill (on the same site as in the 1630s), two still houses, an inn,
a Charter School (founded in 1750), a protestant church on the site of the medieval church to the
south of the castle and a catholic church to the north of the Main Street.
The development of the town continued in the later 18th century under the direction of the Earl
(then known by the title Duke of Leinster) and his associate, Peter Bere. By the 1780s the Main
Street (Leinster Street) had a regular width and formal street frontage and a Market Square and
Green had been established midway along its length. In the 1790s a new bridge was built over the
Lyreen and the Royal Canal was constructed to the south of the town.
The study area for this assessment comprised the internal area of the proposed development
combined with the lands extending for c.1km from the outer boundaries of the site. There are no
recorded archaeological sites within the lands comprising the proposed development
area. The surrounding c.1km wide study area contains 15 recorded archaeological monuments,
including Maynooth Castle (National Monument No. 485.) (Figure 2).
Table 1: Recorded archaeological sites within one kilometre of the proposed development
SMR No.
Class
Townland
ITM Co-ordinates
KD005-010---Ring-ditch
Maynooth
692911,737906
KD005-011001Enclosure
Maynooth
692923,737857
KD005-011002Road - road/trackway
Maynooth
692921,737856
KD005-012---Field system
Maynooth
692936,737791
KD005-013---Building
Collegeland
693441,737573
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SMR No.
KD005-014---KD005-015---KD005-015001KD005-015002KD005-015003KD005-015004KD005-015005KD005-015006KD005-016---KD005-023----

Class
Architectural feature
Castle - Anglo-Norman masonry castle
House - prehistoric
House - early medieval
House - early medieval
Building
Well
Well
Church
Field boundary

Townland
Maynooth
Maynooth
Maynooth
Maynooth
Maynooth
Maynooth
Maynooth
Maynooth
Maynooth
Maynooth

ITM Co-ordinates
693737,737556
693512,737661
693514,737658
693515,737657
693515,737657
693515,737657
693515,737658
693515,737658
693531,737589
693847,737747

Figure 2: Recorded archaeological monuments within c.1km of the proposed development site (Source:
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht)

Early Prehistoric
Traditionally, the earliest recorded evidence for human settlement in Ireland dates to the
Mesolithic period (7000–4000 BC) when groups of hunter-gatherers arrived on the island,
however recent evidence in the form of a butchered bear patella found in Alice and Gwendoline
Cave near Ennis in Co. Clare now suggests that humans were present in Ireland during the
Paleolithic period between 12,800 to 12,600 cal BC (Dowd and Carden, 2016, 161). While the
Mesolithic settlers did not construct any settlements or monuments that leave any above ground
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traces, their presence in an area can often be identified by scatters of worked flints in ploughed
fields or shell middens adjacent to the coastline. There are no recorded sites dating to the
Mesolithic period within the study area. The Neolithic period (4000-2400 BC) began with the
arrival and establishment of agriculture as the principal form of economic subsistence, which
resulted in more permanent settlement patterns. As a consequence of the more settled nature of
agrarian life, new site-types, such as more substantial rectangular timber houses and various
types of megalithic tombs, begin to appear in the archaeological record during this period. A
rectangular prehistoric house (KD005-015001-) excavated at Maynooth Castle may date
from this period.
Late Prehistoric periods
Metalworking arrived in Ireland with the advent of the Bronze Age period (c. 2400–500 BC). This
period was also associated with the construction of new monument types such as standing stones,
stone rows, stone circles and fulachta fia. Fulacht fia translates as cooking places of the wild (or
of deer), they are often interpreted as the remains of cooking sites and are the most numerous
archaeological site type in Ireland, radiocarbon dating of excavated examples has generally
produced dates in the Bronze Age (c.2400-500BC). A number of alternative interpretations have
been forwarded as to the function of these archaeological sites, such as their potential uses as
bathing, saunas, garment washing and dyeing, leather processing and even brewing sites. The
development of new burial practices saw the construction of funerary monuments such as cairns,
barrows, boulder burials and cists. The later first millennium BC and the early centuries AD
comprise the Irish Iron Age, which is the most obscure period in the Irish archaeological record.
While there is general agreement that the introduction of an iron technology was a significant
factor in the eventual demise of bronze working on a large scale, but how, why and when this
came about in Ireland is far from clear. A ring-ditch (KD005-010----), located within the c.1km
wide study areas may date to the later prehistoric periods.
Early Medieval
This period began with the introduction of Christianity in Ireland and continued up to the arrival
of the Anglo-Normans during the 12th-century (c. 400–1169 AD). The establishment of the Irish
church was to have profound implications for political, social and economic life and is attested to
in the archaeological record by the presence of church sites, associated places for burial and holy
wells. The early medieval church sites were morphologically similar to ringforts but are often
differentiated by the presence of features such as church buildings, graves, stone crosses and
shrines. This period saw the emergence of the first phases of urbanisation around the large
monasteries and the Hiberno-Norse ports. However, the dominant settlement pattern of the
period continued to be rural-based in sites such as ringforts, which comprise roughly circular
enclosures delimited by roughly circular earthen banks formed of material thrown up from a
concentric external ditch. Ringforts are one of the most numerous monuments in the Irish
landscape and the early medieval terms for these sites – rath/lios/dun these still form some of
the most common place-name elements in the country. Archaeological excavations indicate that
the majority of ringforts were early medieval farmsteads with internal timber buildings and were
surrounded by associated field systems. Two housed (KD005-015002- & KD005-015003-)
dating to this period have been excavated within the environs of Maynooth Castle.
Late and Post Medieval
The arrival and conquest of large parts of Ireland by the Anglo-Normans in the late 12th-century
broadly marks the advent of the Irish late medieval period, which continued up until the
beginning of the post-medieval period in c.1550. Within the late medieval period, towns, markets,
and fairs were established and change and reform was attempted in the Irish church. By the 15thcentury the native Irish chieftains and lords began to establish tower houses and smaller castles
as centres of territorial control. There are a number of recorded late-medieval
archaeological monuments, including Maynooth Castle (National Monument No. 485.)
located within the c.1km wide study area. The post-medieval period (1550+) saw the
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development of high and low status stone houses throughout the Irish country. During this period
any given settlement cluster is likely to have consisted primarily of single-storey thatched
cottages with associated farm buildings while two-storey farm houses became more common in
the 19th-century. In the latter half of the 20th-century, there was a radical change in the nature and
character of Irish domestic architecture manifested by the replacement of older stone-built
structures with modern bungalows of concrete blockwork construction. A number of features
dated to the post-medieval period are recorded within the study area.
The site of the proposed development site is located within Maynooth town; described as follows
during the 19th century (Lewis 1837):
MAYNOOTH, or LARAGHBRYAN, a market and post-town, and a parish, in the barony of
NORTH SALT, county of KILDARE, and province of LEINSTER, 11 miles (N. by E.) from Naas,
and 11¾ (W) from Dublin; containing 2622 inhabitants, of which number, 2053 are in the
town.
This place obtained its ancient celebrity from having been at a very early period one of the
principal seats of the Kildare branch of the Fitzgerald family, of whom John, the sixth Earl
of Kildare, erected a magnificent castle here in 1426. Earl Gerald Fitzgerald, who died in
1513, founded a college adjoining the town for a provost, vice-provost, five priests, two
clerks, and three choristers, which received the especial confirmation of William,
Archbishop of Dublin, in 1518; the Earl also rebuilt the church of St. Mary, at this place.
During the insurrection of Lord Thomas Fitzgerald in the reign of Hen. VIII., the castle was
besieged by a considerable force under Sir Wm. Brereton, by whom it was taken through
the treachery of that nobleman's foster brother, after a fortnight's defence.
In the reign of Edw. VI it was, with the other estates of that nobleman, which had been
confiscated in the former reign, restored to Gerald, the eleventh Earl, soon after his
marriage with the daughter of Sir Anthony Browne.
In the reign of Charles II it obtained the grant of a market and two fairs; and in the last
century the town was entirely rebuilt by its noble proprietor, the late Duke of Leinster. It is
situated on a small stream called the Lyall water, which falls into the river Liffey at Leixlip
Castle, about four miles distant; on the great north western road from Dublin to Galway,
and in the centre of a rich grazing district, skirted on the east by the luxuriant plantations
of the Carton and Castletown demesnes.
The town consists of one principal street, at one extremity of which is the avenue leading
to Carton, the magnificent seat of the present Duke of Leinster, and at the other the Royal
College of St. Patrick, the area in front of which is ornamented on one side by the ivymantled tower of the parish church, and on the other by the stately ruins of the ancient
castle. Although the situation is on a leading thoroughfare, the town is placed between the
stages and consequently derives no benefit from it; and the only advantage resulting from
the Royal Canal, which passes close to it, is the supply of coal for the inhabitants. The patent
for the market is still in force, but no market is held; there are fairs on the 4th May, Sept.
19th, and Oct. 9th, for cattle, sheep, and pigs. A constabulary police station has been
established here; and the Christmas and Midsummer quarter sessions for the eastern
division of the county are held in a neat court-house.
In 1795, an act was passed by the Irish parliament to remove the difficulty of procuring
suitable education for young men intended for the Roman Catholic ministry, which had
arisen from the entire suspension of all intercourse with their former places of study, in
consequence of the breaking out of the late continental war. The trustees appointed under
that act fixed upon Maynooth as the most eligible spot for the erection of a college, as well
on account of its retirement, as of the liberal offer of the late Duke of Leinster of a house
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and 54 acres of land adjoining the town, on a lease of lives renewable for ever, at the annual
rent of £72. In October, 1795, the college was opened for the reception of 50 students, and
the Rev. Dr. Hussey appointed first president; the progress of the establishment was at first
very slow, for want of sufficient accommodation, but in a few years the number of students
was increased to 70, and soon after to 200. With a view of rendering the institution, which
originally was intended exclusively for the education of the Roman Catholic clergy, more
extensively useful, the trustees appropriated a portion of the additional buildings to the
reception of lay students; but the different mode of discipline for the two establishments
being found, after a few years, to make the latter an inconvenient appendage, it was
discontinued in 1817, and that part of the building was assigned to an additional number
of clerical students.
Considerable additions have since been made to the buildings, and they are now capable of
accommodating 450 students; which number, though much less than required for the
Roman Catholic population of the kingdom, is still much greater than the funds at the
disposal of the trustees will enable them to support and educate free of all expense. The
college is principally supported by parliamentary grants, which for the first 21 years
averaged £8000 per annum, and since that time have been £8928. Several donations and
bequests have also been made for its support by private individuals, of whom the late Lord
Dunboyne, formerly Roman Catholic Bishop of Cork, and who afterwards conformed to the
Established Church of England, bequeathed the whole of his property to the trustees of this
college for its further support; this bequest was afterwards a subject of litigation, but the
suit was compromised, agreeably to the act of 1808, by the annual payment of £500 to the
college.
Thirty burses have been founded in the college, of which six, of £30 per ann. each, were
instituted by the late Dr. O'Sullivan; and others are temporarily established by the Roman
Catholic bishops, to provide for the wants of their respective dioceses. The late Mr. Keenan
also bequeathed £1000 for the foundation of a professorship of the Irish language. The
parliamentary grants and private endowments being still inadequate to the gratuitous
maintenance and education of so large a number of students, several are admitted as
pensioners, paying for their entire board at the rate of £21 per annum, and also as halfpensioners, paying only half that annual sum; each free student pays also an entrance fee
of eight guineas, and each pensioner four guineas, which several payments make up the
deficiency. The number of free students is 250, of which the provinces of Armagh and Cashel
send 75, and those of Dublin and Tuam 50, each, who are appointed by the Roman Catholic
bishops, at yearly meetings of all young men in their respective dioceses who are intended
for the ministry, and after due examination send such as are the best qualified to the
college, where they are admissible at 17 years of age.
This establishment, which is designated the Royal College of St. Patrick, Maynooth, is under
the superintendence of seven visiters, of whom the lord-chancellor, the chief justices of the
King's Bench and Common Pleas, and the chief baron of the Exchequer, are visiters ex
officio; the other three, at present the Earl of Fingall, and the R.C. Archbishops of Armagh
and Dublin, are elected by the trustees: also a board of seventeen trustees, a president, vicepresident, dean, junior dean, and bursar; and the literary departments are entrusted to a
first, second, and third professor of dogmatical and moral Theology, a professor of Sacred
Scripture and Hebrew, a professor of Natural Philosophy; a professor of Logic, Metaphysics
and Ethics; a professor of Rhetoric and the Belles Lettres; a professor of Greek and Latin; a
professor of English Rhetoric, and French; and a professor of Irish. The executive branch is
confided to the president and the vice-president, who, in the absence of the president, has
the entire inspection of the whole institution, assisted by the dean and junior dean, whose
office is similar to that of the proctors in the English colleges; these officers, together with
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the three divinity professors, the professor of Sacred Scripture, and the prefect of the
Dunboyne establishment, form the council, which is assembled by the president.
The professors are elected by the trustees, after due examination by the council, who
separately give their suffrages in writing to the president, by whom they are sealed in
presence of the council and delivered to the trustees at their next meeting. The senior
students, who are those on the Dunboyne foundation, are limited to 20, to be taken from
the four provinces in the same ratio as the free students generally; they are appointed by
the president and council, with a view to their becoming professors in the college, or
holding important situations in the church; they receive each £60 per annum from the
bequest of Lord Dunboyne, augmented by £646 per annum from parliament. The students
wear gowns and caps both within and without the college. The buildings form three sides
of a quadrangle, comprising various lecture-rooms, a refectory, library, and a chapel, with
apartments for the president, masters, and professors. The library contains about 10,000
volumes, to which a considerable addition has been recently made by the late Dr. Boylan,
formerly professor of the English and French languages in this college, and afterwards
superior of the Irish college in Rome.
The parish comprises 7740 statute acres, as applotted under the tithe act; the soil is in
general a stiff clay, and very productive; a considerable portion of the land is in pasture for
fattening stock for the Dublin market, and for exportation. Carton, the seat of the Duke of
Leinster, situated about a mile from the town, is a spacious and magnificent structure,
consisting of a centre with a handsome portico supporting a pediment, in the tympanum
of which are the family arms, and connected with wings by an elegant corridor on each
side; the interior contains many noble apartments, and in addition to numerous family
portraits, a collection of paintings by the first artists. The park, which is very extensive, is
beautifully diversified with scenery of graceful and pleasing character; in one part of it is
a stately pillar, and in another a tower, from which a fine view is obtained of the
surrounding country. The living is a vicarage, in the diocese of Dublin; the rectory
constitutes the corps of the prebend of Maynooth in the cathedral church of St. Patrick,
Dublin; both are in the patronage of the Duke of Leinster. The prebend was instituted by
Archbishop Luke, in 1384, at the request of Maurice Fitzgerald, Lord of Ophaly, reserving
to himself and his heirs the right of presentation. The gross income of the prebend is £55.7.8
per ann.; the tithes, amounting to £369.4.7½., are paid to the vicar. The church is an
ancient structure, supposed to have been originally built by Gerald, Earl of Kildare, as an
appendage to the college founded by him in 1516: it was thoroughly repaired and
modernised in 1774 by the late Duke of Leinster; the massive square tower of the ancient
church still retains its original character.
In the R.C. divisions the parish forms the head of the union or district called Maynooth and
Leixlip, comprising those two parishes and that of Taghadoe, in each of which is a chapel;
that of Maynooth is a very plain building, but a new chapel on a larger scale has been
commenced, which, when completed, will be a handsome structure. A dispensary is entirely
supported by the Duke of Leinster. In the vicinity are the ruins of the old church of
Laraghbryan.

The excavations database

More than 30 archaeological investigations have been undertaken within Maynooth and its
immediate environs in the period 1970-2015 (source: www.excavations.ie). The vast majority of
these investigations either took place within Carton House demesne or within the town. As noted
above, the program of archaeological excavations (96E0391) carried out at Maynooth Castle
uncovered evidence both for pre-castle settlement activity and the development of the castle
during the medieval period.
Proposed development, Mill Street, Maynooth, Co. Kildare
Archaeological Assessment

| 12

Cartographic review
There are a number of 18th and 19th cartographic representations of Maynooth, which depict the
proposed development area. The 1st edition OS map (Figure 3) shows that quarrying was carried
out within the site at that time. A kiln and a number of other structures are also shown within the
site (Figure 3). The 1st edition map shows the northern portion of the development area as
completely undeveloped and containing no potential archaeological features. A townland
boundary, on the line of the Lyreen River to the east side., forms the boundary of the site. The
detail on the 2nd edition OS map (Figure 4) indicates that quarrying had been undertaken across
the entire proposed development area. A number of structures are shown as located at the road
side at the west of the site on this map, including a well. A graveyard, adjoining Saint Mary’s
Catholic Church, is show adjacent to the development site. The line of the river is shown as slightly
altered and the channel narrowed on the 2nd edition OS map.

Figure 3: 1st edition OS map (Surveyed 1836-7), approx. location of development indicated in red
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Figure 4: Extract from second edition OS map (Surveyed 1909), approx. location of development indicated in
red

Placenames

The proposed development is located in Mariavilla townland, Maynooth, County Kildare. The
c.1km wide study area surrounding the proposed development extends into a further seven
townlands (see Table 2). Townlands are the smallest unit of land division in the Irish landscape
and many may preserve early Gaelic territorial boundaries that pre-date the Anglo-Norman
conquest. The boundaries and nomenclature of the Irish townlands were recorded and
standardised by the Ordnance Survey in the 19th-century. The Irish roots of townland names
often refer to natural topographical features but some name elements may also give an indication
of the presence of past human activity within the townland, e.g. dun, lios or rath indicate the
presence of a ringfort while temple, saggart, termon or kill record an association with a church
site. The following table provides the available translation of the Irish origins of the townland
names from within the study area.
Table 2: Translation of townland names within study area (Source: www.logainm.ie)
Name
Irish
Translation
Mariavilla
Machaire bhile
'plain of the ancient tree'
Maynooth

Maigh Nuad

maigh
(also: magh)
plain
'plain of Nooat (a man's name)'

Maynooth South

Maigh Nuad

maigh
(also: magh)
plain
'plain of Nooat (a man's name)'
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Name
Newtown

Irish
An Baile Nua

Translation
baile townland, town, homestead
nua new

Greenfield

-

-

Railpark

-

-

Crewhill

Creamh-choill,

'wood of the wild garlik'

Laraghbryan East

Láithreach Briúin Thoir

-
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4.

Description of subject site

The proposed development site is located adjacent to Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, on Mill Street,
Maynooth, within the townland of Mariavilla (see Figures 1 & 5). The ground level across the site
has been reduced by both quarrying and the basement excavations for a previously granted
development, which was not brought to completion (planning refs. 04767, 052420 and 101295).
Stone introduced during the previous construction works forms the ground surface across much
of the site and a number of small trees and scrub have colonized this within the development area.
The former limit of the quarry forms the limit of the site to the north side and the boundary wall
of Saint Mary’s Catholic Church forms the limit of the site at the west side. The site is bound by
the Lyreen River to the southeast side. At the south of the west side of the site, where it extends
as far as Mill Street, the ground level rises to the level of the street. This rise appears to be the
result of the construction of a ram to allow access to the site.
Ground levels across the site have been significantly reduced. The ground reduction seems to
have been carried out right up to the boundary wall of Saint Mary’s Catholic Church, as the
footings of the wall are exposed. A modern concrete plinth, representing the foundations of a
former structure visible on various aerial images, survives at the southwest end of the site. There
is no inter-visibility between the site and known archaeological monuments within c.1km,
including Maynooth Castle (National Monument No. 485.), as all are located beyond previously
built up areas of Maynooth town.

Figure 5: Aerial image of proposed development site showing approximate site boundary
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5.

Assessment of impacts

Construction phase
The proposed site extends over a relatively large area and will entail extensive sub-surface
ground disturbance. However, given the extensive ground disturbance cause by previous
development at the site, including quarrying and the excavation of foundations and partial
construction of the basement of a previous development, the potential to reveal hitherto
unknown sub-surface archaeological remains within the site is deemed negligible. Therefore,
there will be no predicted impact from this development upon the archaeological resources
within the study area during construction.

Figure 6: Proposed layout of development

Operational phase
There is no visual impact upon known archaeological monuments within c.1km, including
Maynooth Castle (National Monument No. 485.), as all are located beyond previously built up
areas of Maynooth town. It is predicted that no direct operational phase impacts in terms of
known archaeological sites will arise.
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6.

Conclusions and recommendations

Conclusion
There are no known archaeological monuments within the proposed development site. The site
has been heavily disturbed in the recent past, as evident during site inspection and from aerial
images of the area. The potential for archaeological remains to survive is therefore negligible. The
proposed development will not give rise to impacts upon any archaeological sites or deposits.
Recommendation
As the proposed development site has been subjected to extensive disturbance and ground
reduction, and as no original soil cover is present on the site, it is recommended that the
development can proceed without further archaeological intervention.
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Appendix: Photographic Record

Plate 1 Eastern portion of proposed development site, looking northeast

Plate 2 Western portion of proposed development site, looking southwest
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Plate 3 Limit of former quarry evident by northern boundary, looking northeast

Plate 4 Scrubby growth colonizing introduced stone deposit, looking southwest
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Plate 5 Realigned Lyreen River at northeast boundary, looking northeast

Plate 6 Exposed footings of church boundary wall, at north of west end of the proposed development site
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